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N eplieptlo Arab peasant—Mohammed by name—early in the
seventh century atnounced that e bad been chosen by heaven
to convert the world to a brand new religlon,

Ho backed this startiing claim with a serles of neat, hands

made miracles and spectacular eplloptio fits and long trances,

Hy virtus of all this he made many converts to his new oreed and
prepared to net up & sort of spiritnal goveranient in his home eity of Meoss.

The majority of the Mecea people looked on him as & crank or &

After trylng vory industrioualy to kill Molhammoed, they drove him
hin converts out of the city. Then they chased the fugitives, who wers
obligad to scatter In order to avold capture. Mohammed, himself, hid tn
cave in the side of Mount Thaur, crouching In the farthest corner while
' him pursuers gallopad past,
| He was an outlaw, n fugitlve, & man whose own townsfolk had east
I ifm forth, His plan to convert the Kast to his new religion and to estale

Uish himaeif am & prophiet had fallen flat, Al the ake of ffty-two hi waas fa(
hiding and was in momentary poril of death, Tew

] mon have been mors cumplete fullures in life than
A Flight i was Mohamimped st this Ume, after all his years of
ans._Pursvit. trutiless toll and hopa ‘
Yot he escaped his onemies and arrived at the
I“"’m grove of Yothrib, n the Dowert, whoere some of his scattered ad-
| erents jolned him and where he founded the eity of Medina There the
Mde of fortune turmed. New cunverts flooked te Mohammed 1in dally .
|r:«u|1nu pumbers, halling him ws Gol's prophet and listening sagerly
' ilg Wwachingy.
l Mohammed clalmed that the angel Gabriel used to visit him during the
(randes which followed on his epileptic Nis  wnd that the angel at suoh
‘”m.:, taught him portion after portion of the nas raligion. Afterward,
Mohammed would diciate these “revelations” to his scribes, who copied
| them down in & book known as the Koran,
This book s mors or leas & hodge.podge, made up lrom the Christian
and Hebrow seriptures,  Occastionmily Its precepts wers varied by some
'--,M slation™ that happened to At in with Mohammed's own wishes or plana.
Arabla and ihe countrles around it were, st that time, spliit up Inta
riin independent or dependent Stuats whose rellglon had ebbed to & lan
form of heathenistn, It was an Lival houe for Mohammed to enforcs hia
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AMERICANS NEED NOT STARVE. |

00D RIOTS i New York at a moment when jobs are looking
for men, wages incressing and profits piling up at an unprece
dented rate all over the country, are a symptom that eannot
be dismissed with philosophic talk aln.v.:'! economic balances and advico
to hungry people to go on chenper dicts,
Meagnred by the average income of Americans whose pockels
are not bulging with war profits, no diet just now in cheap.  Directly
hoarewives baveott one article of food becanse it 18 too costly, other

uriteles to which they tarn become costly wlso,

The plain fact is, despite eul care, cconomy and eelf-denial, o'
--nHar puts less apd less food on the family table,  So rapidly does
the diminution progress that pi‘uph‘ who must make a dollar worl
for them as hard a2 they work for it begin to sk how long it will |
Lie befora they huve to put themselves on famine rations or eat every |
vther day 1 SEIRST 1M WAR
All this in a country which ha# always produced an abundancs | FIRSTY IR PGQCE o
of food for ite own needs with plenty to spare for other nations!
All this in a country which st the present timo ia almost nnbelievabily
prosperons, where cach doy's nows i full of annonncements of enor
mous industrial earnings and record dividenda,

In it any wonder that the public becomes first bewildered amd
then desperate?  lw it any wonder that ignorant and excitable women
tip over pushearts or pour kerosene on potatoos offersd them a
prices cruelly for above their reach?

It 18 true, destroving food makes it no cheaper. Nor doos|
threatening to sturve to death on the eleps of the Uity IHall fill |
arket baskets,

But what #ign or promise of relief has beon grantod to people fur

whom present conditions mean actun]l honger? Investigntions, |
OWwn Views oL ore il il egngues

e A1 of Clalam* &x ha called hin religton. apread with ineredfbis
I-!'"'d- It wan sagerly adopied by thousands. And, when any State e
fused to accept the Imiam beliofi Vohammed Imd his horde of fanatics teo
l[!l’l.l‘ W his gospel at !Iu- aword - poitt

To goad his troops !u vedhot zoal., ha had A "revelation®
| gaudy forma of '-‘II‘I'Hll" to wll who should die In de-
|‘W“ tenue of Inlam. As a fanitic i the most
l A Career ‘ of fiters, the Mohammedan hosts swiftly congueresd

of Conquest. 1 the greator part of the Orient,
SemnnRrnns It was in &2 Ao 1% that Mohammed fled from
| M{rpca—a fatlure whoss very life wias forfell.  (Mohammedan countrive, by
the way, date Lme from this heeira—or Aight—just as wo dats our time
| tromy the beginning of the Clhristian era.)

Ten years later, Mohammed was masiar of a gnodly part of the Mf
nd ke numbered his adoring followera by the milliona.

He hud tnunched A new worlil-power—a pawer that 414 not wtop with

airies, legidlative programmes——wlut have they so far amounted to?

Despite all arguments why food prices need not, shonld not, and|
must not go higher, THEY HAVE GONE HIGHER, AND THERI
Is NOTHING IN SIGHT TO hl-.iul’ THEM FROM GOING|
HIGHER STILL. -

Explanations are offered which do not explain, remedies are,
proposed which cannot remedy.  Searcity @5 blamed,  Overaceamus
iution in storchouses is blamed,  Speculators are blamed. The rail-
vouds are blamed, 4

No authority——local, State or Nualional—has yet muanaged to
vieasure the situation or get even a half grip on it

No one can set forth evidence to show that actual svarcity of
food in the United Stales accounts for so much as one-tenth of the
viurming increase in prices,

On the other hand the policy of cortain patriotic American foul | Hiw death, but wiHich huas ever since dominated the Ortent, N
producers and food handlers who have seon no resson why war prices - —— - . - e - - R — ==t = = =5 = -

Europe should not mean war prices—and profita—in the Unifed || s e S ey ——— | ——
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